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Matthew 14:22-36, 15:1-20, 16:1-12
September 4, 2011

Key Verses

Doubt and Little Faith — Matthew 14:22-36

22 Immediately he made the disciples get into the boat and go before him to the other side, while he dismissed
the crowds. 23 And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up on the mountain by himself to pray. When
evening came, he was there alone, 24 but the boat by this time was a long way from the land, beaten by the
waves, for the wind was against them. 25 And in the fourth watch of the night he came to them, walking on the
sea. 26 But when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified, and said, "It is a ghost!" and
they cried out in fear. 27 But immediately Jesus spoke to them, saying, "Take heart; it is |. Do not be afraid." 28
And Peter answered him, "Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water." 29 He said, "Come." So
Peter got out of the boat and walked on the water and came to Jesus. 30 But when he saw the wind, he was
afraid, and beginning to sink he cried out, "Lord, save me." 31 Jesus immediately reached out his hand and
took hold of him, saying to him, "O you of little faith, why did you doubt?" 32 And when they got into the boat, the
wind ceased. 33 And those in the boat worshiped him, saying, "Truly you are the Son of God." 34 And when
they had crossed over, they came to land at Gennesaret. 35 And when the men of that place recognized him,
they sent around to all that region and brought to him all who were sick 36 and implored him that they might only
touch the fringe of his garment. And as many as touched it were made well.

Adding to God’s Word, Tradition and Faith - Matthew 15:1-20

Then Pharisees and scribes came to Jesus from Jerusalem and said, 2 "Why do your disciples break the
tradition of the elders? For they do not wash their hands when they eat." 3 He answered them, "And why do you
break the commandment of God for the sake of your tradition? 4 For God commanded, 'Honor your father and
your mother,’" and, 'Whoever reviles father or mother must surely die.' 5 But you say, 'If anyone tells his father or
his mother, "What you would have gained from me is given to God," 6 he need not honor his father.' So for the
sake of your tradition you have made void the word of God. 7 You hypocrites! Well did Isaiah prophesy of you,
when he said: 8 "'This people honors me with their lips, but their heart is far from me; 9 in vain do they worship
me, teaching as doctrines the commandments of men." 10 And he called the people to him and said to them,
"Hear and understand: 11 it is not what goes into the mouth that defiles a person, but what comes out of the
mouth; this defiles a person." 12 Then the disciples came and said to him, "Do you know that the Pharisees
were offended when they heard this saying?" 13 He answered, "Every plant that my heavenly Father has not
planted will be rooted up. 14 Let them alone; they are blind guides. And if the blind lead the blind, both will fall
into a pit." 15 But Peter said to him, "Explain the parable to us." 16 And he said, "Are you also still without
understanding? 17 Do you not see that whatever goes into the mouth passes into the stomach and is expelled?
18 But what comes out of the mouth proceeds from the heart, and this defiles a person. 19 For out of the heart
come evil thoughts, murder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false witness, slander. 20 These are what defile a
person. But to eat with unwashed hands does not defile anyone."

Crumbs and Great Faith - Matthew 15:21-39

21 And Jesus went away from there and withdrew to the district of Tyre and Sidon. 22 And behold, a Canaanite
woman from that region came out and was crying, "Have mercy on me, O Lord, Son of David; my daughter is
severely oppressed by a demon." 23 But he did not answer her a word. And his disciples came and begged
him, saying, "Send her away, for she is crying out after us." 24 He answered, "l was sent only to the lost sheep
of the house of Israel." 25 But she came and knelt before him, saying, "Lord, help me." 26 And he answered, "It
is not right to take the children's bread and throw it to the dogs." 27 She said, "Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat
the crumbs that fall from their masters' table." 28 Then Jesus answered her, "O woman, _great is your faith! Be it
done for you as you desire." And her daughter was healed instantly. 29 Jesus went on from there and walked
beside the Sea of Galilee. And he went up on the mountain and sat down there. 30_And great crowds came to
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him, bringing with them the lame, the blind, the crippled, the mute, and many others, and they put them at his
feet, and he healed them, 31 so that the crowd wondered, when they saw the mute speaking, the crippled
healthy, the lame walking, and the blind seeing. And they glorified the God of Israel. 32 Then Jesus called his
disciples to him and said, "I have compassion on the crowd because they have been with me now three days
and have nothing to eat. And | am unwilling to send them away hungry, lest they faint on the way." 33 And the
disciples said to him, "Where are we to get enough bread in such a desolate place to feed so great a crowd?"
34 And Jesus said to them, "How many loaves do you have?" They said, "Seven, and a few small fish." 35 And
directing the crowd to sit down on the ground, 36 he took the seven loaves and the fish, and having given
thanks he broke them and gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds. 37 And they
all ate and were satisfied. And they took up seven baskets full of the broken pieces left over. 38 Those who ate
were four thousand men, besides women and children. 39 And after sending away the crowds, he got into the
boat and went to the region of Magadan.

Leaven and Little Faith - Matthew 16:1-12

1 And the Pharisees and Sadducees came, and to test him they asked him to show them a sign from heaven.
2 He answered them, "When it is evening, you say, 'It will be fair weather, for the sky is red.' 3 And in the
morning, 'lt will be stormy today, for the sky is red and threatening.' You know how to interpret the appearance of
the sky, but you cannot interpret the signs of the times. 4 An evil and adulterous generation seeks for a sign,
but no sign will be given to it except the sign of Jonah." So he left them and departed. 5 When the disciples
reached the other side, they had forgotten to bring any bread. 6 Jesus said to them, "Watch and beware of the
leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees." 7 And they began discussing it among themselves, saying, "We
brought no bread." 8 But Jesus, aware of this, said, "O you of little faith, why are you discussing among
yourselves the fact that you have no bread? 9 Do you not yet perceive? Do you not remember the five loaves
for the five thousand, and how many baskets you gathered? 10 Or the seven loaves for the four thousand, and
how many baskets you gathered? 11 How is it that you fail to understand that | did not speak about bread?
Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees." 12 Then they understood that he did not tell them to
beware of the leaven of bread, but of the teaching of the Pharisees and Sadducees.

Discussion Questions

1. What leads to or causes “little” faith as described by Jesus in Matt.14:31 and Matt.16:7-10? (also Matt.6:28-
30, Matt.8:23-26)

2. What made the Canaanite woman’s faith great according to Jesus as described Matt.15:21-28? What else
is significant about this interaction?

3. In what specific ways can we exercise “great” faith today? (Hebrews 11:1-6) What keeps us from this?

4. How do we discern what church traditions are good or bad today? (Matt.15:1-9) How do “preferences” play
into this evaluation process?

5. What defiles a person and where do these things come from according to Matt.15:10-20? (Luke 6:43-46,
Rom.1:20-25) How should we apply this passage in regard to our daily lives?

6. What are some examples of teaching of the Pharisees and Sadducees that Jesus told His followers to
beware of in Matt.16:6,12? ( see also Matt.16:1-4, Matt.23:1-33)

Supporting Scripture References:

| Heart

Luke 6:43-46 "For there is no good tree which produces bad fruit, nor, on the other hand, a bad tree which
produces good fruit. 44 "For each tree is known by its own fruit. For men do not gather figs from thorns, nor do
they pick grapes from a briar bush. 45 "The good man out of the good treasure of his heart brings forth what is
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good; and the evil man out of the evil treasure brings forth what is evil; for his mouth speaks from that which fills
his heart. 46 "Why do you call Me, 'Lord, Lord,' and do not do what | say?

Romans1:20-25 For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes, His eternal power and divine
nature, have been clearly seen, being understood through what has been made, so that they are without
excuse. 21 For even though they knew God, they did not honor Him as God or give thanks, but they became
futile in their speculations, and their foolish heart was darkened. 22 Professing to be wise, they became fools,
23 and exchanged the glory of the incorruptible God for an image in the form of corruptible man and of birds and
four-footed animals and crawling creatures. 24 Therefore God gave them over in the lusts of their hearts to
impurity, so that their bodies would be dishonored among them. 25 For they exchanged the truth of God for a
lie, and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen.

2 Peter 2:12-19 But these, like unreasoning animals, born as creatures of instinct to be captured and killed,
reviling where they have no knowledge, will in the destruction of those creatures also be destroyed, 13 suffering
wrong as the wages of doing wrong. They count it a pleasure to revel in the daytime. They are stains and
blemishes, reveling in their deceptions, as they carouse with you, 14 having eyes full of adultery that never
cease from sin, enticing unstable souls, having a heart trained in greed, accursed children; 15 forsaking the
right way, they have gone astray, having followed the way of Balaam, the son of Beor, who loved the wages of
unrighteousness; 16 but he received a rebuke for his own transgression, for a mute donkey, speaking with a
voice of a man, restrained the madness of the prophet. 17 These are springs without water and mists driven by
a storm, for whom the black darkness has been reserved. 18 For speaking out arrogant words of vanity they
entice by fleshly desires, by sensuality, those who barely escape from the ones who live in error, 19 promising
them freedom while they themselves are slaves of corruption; for by what a man is overcome, by this he is
enslaved.

FAITH - Defined

Hebrews 11:1-6 Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. 2 For by it
the men of old gained approval. 3 By faith we understand that the worlds were prepared by the word of God, so
that what is seen was not made out of things which are visible. 4 By faith Abel offered to God a better sacrifice
than Cain, through which he obtained the testimony that he was righteous, God testifying about his gifts, and
through faith, though he is dead, he still speaks. 5 By faith Enoch was taken up so that he would not see death;
AND HE WAS NOT FOUND BECAUSE GOD TOOK HIM UP; for he obtained the witness that before his being
taken up he was pleasing to God. 6 And without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God
must believe that He is and that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him.

Teaching of the Pharisees — Matthew 23

Mat 23:3 - they say things and do not do them.

Mat 23:4 - "They tie up heavy burdens and lay them on men's shoulders, but they themselves are unwilling to
move them with so much as a finger.

Mat 23:5 "But they do all their deeds to be noticed by men;

Mat 23:6-7 "They love the place of honor at banquets and the chief seats in the synagogues, 7 and respectful
greetings in the market places, and being called Rabbi by men.

Mat 23:10 "Do not be called leaders; for One is your Leader, that is, Christ.

Mat 23:11 "But the greatest among you shall be your servant.
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Mat 23:12 "Whoever exalts himself shall be humbled; and whoever humbles himself shall be exalted.

Woe 1 - Mat 23:13 "But woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites, because you shut off the kingdom of
heaven from people; for you do not enter in yourselves, nor do you allow those who are entering to go in.

Woe 2 - Mat 23:14 [" Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites, because you devour widows' houses, and
for a pretense you make long prayers; therefore you will receive greater condemnation.]

Woe 3 - Mat 23:15 "Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites, because you travel around on sea and land
to make one proselyte; and when he becomes one, you make him twice as much a son of hell as yourselves.

Woe 4 - Mat 23:16 "Woe to you, blind guides, who say, 'Whoever swears by the temple, that is nothing; but
whoever swears by the gold of the temple is obligated." 17 "You fools and blind men! Which is more important,
the gold or the temple that sanctified the gold? 18 "And, 'Whoever swears by the altar, that is nothing, but
whoever swears by the offering on it, he is obligated.' 19 "You blind men, which is more important, the offering,
or the altar that sanctifies the offering? 20 "Therefore, whoever swears by the altar, swears both by the altar
and by everything on it. 21 "And whoever swears by the temple, swears both by the temple and by Him who
dwells within it. 22 "And whoever swears by heaven, swears both by the throne of God and by Him who sits
upon it.

Woe 5 - Mat 23:23 "Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you tithe mint and dill and cummin, and
have neglected the weightier provisions of the law: justice and mercy and faithfulness; but these are the things
you should have done without neglecting the others. 24 "You blind guides, who strain out a gnat and swallow a
camel!

Woe 6 - Mat 23:25 "Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you clean the outside of the cup and of
the dish, but inside they are full of robbery and self-indulgence. 26 "You blind Pharisee, first clean the inside of
the cup and of the dish, so that the outside of it may become clean also.

Woe 7 - Mat 23:27 "Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you are like whitewashed tombs which
on the outside appear beautiful, but inside they are full of dead men's bones and all uncleanness. 28 "So you,
too, outwardly appear righteous to men, but inwardly you are full of hypocrisy and lawlessness.

Woe 8 - Mat 23:29 "Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you build the tombs of the prophets and
adorn the monuments of the righteous, 30 and say, 'lIf we had been living in the days of our fathers, we would
not have been partners with them in shedding the blood of the prophets.' 31 "So you testify against yourselves,
that you are sons of those who murdered the prophets. 32 "Fill up, then, the measure of the guilt of your fathers.
Mat 23:33 "You serpents, you brood of vipers, how will you escape the sentence of hell?

Full notes from our Pastors’ sermon transcripts are available in the foyer in printed from or from the TBC website
in downloadable PDF format (boffom of Home Page, select Sunday Sermons, then by date to download in PDF)
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