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CONNECTION Leader Notes 
Matthew 16:13-28, Matthew 17:1-13 

October 2, 2011 
 
Key Verses  
 
You Are the Christ – Matthew 16:13-20 
Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, "Who do people say that the 
Son of Man is?"  14 And they said, "Some say John the Baptist, others say Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of 
the prophets."  15 He said to them, "But who do you say that I am?"  16 Simon Peter replied, "You are the 
Christ, the Son of the living God."  17 And Jesus answered him, "Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh 
and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father who is in heaven.  18 And I tell you, you are Peter, and on 
this rock  I will build my church, and the gates of hell  shall not prevail against it. 19 I will give you the keys of the 
kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth 
shall be loosed  in heaven."  20 Then he strictly charged the disciples to tell no one that he was the Christ.   
 
No Cross, No Crown – Matthew 16:21-28 
21 From that time Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things from 
the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised. 22 And Peter took him 
aside and began to rebuke him, saying, "Far be it from you, Lord!  This shall never happen to you." 23 But he 
turned and said to Peter, "Get behind me, Satan! You are a hindrance  to me. For you are not setting your mind 
on the things of God, but on the things of man."  24 Then Jesus told his disciples, "If anyone would come after 
me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me.  25 For whoever would save his life  will lose it, 
but whoever loses his life for my sake will find it.  26 For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world and 
forfeits his soul? Or what shall a man give in return for his soul?  27 For the Son of Man is going to come with 
his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will repay each person according to what he has done.  28 
Truly, I say to you, there are some standing here who will not taste death until they see the Son of Man coming 
in his kingdom."   
 
Jesus Is God’s Great Son – Matthew 17:1-13 
1 And after six days Jesus took with him Peter and James, and John his brother, and led them up a high 
mountain by themselves.  2 And he was transfigured before them, and his face shone like the sun, and his 
clothes became white as light. 3 And behold, there appeared to them Moses and Elijah, talking with him.   
4 And Peter said to Jesus, "Lord, it is good that we are here. If you wish, I will make three tents here, one for you 
and one for Moses and one for Elijah."  5 He was still speaking when, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed 
them, and a voice from the cloud said, "This is my beloved Son,  with whom I am well pleased; listen to him."   
6 When the disciples heard this, they fell on their faces and were terrified. 7 But Jesus came and touched them, 
saying, "Rise, and have no fear."  8 And when they lifted up their eyes, they saw no one but Jesus only.  9 And 
as they were coming down the mountain, Jesus commanded them, "Tell no one the vision, until the Son of Man 
is raised from the dead."  10 And the disciples asked him, "Then why do the scribes say that first Elijah must 
come?"  11 He answered, "Elijah does come, and he will restore all things.  12 But I tell you that Elijah has 
already come, and they did not recognize him, but did to him whatever they pleased. So also the Son of Man will 
certainly suffer at their hands."  13 Then the disciples understood that he was speaking to them of John the 
Baptist.   
 
 
Discussion Questions 

1. What causes us to rely so much on “flesh and blood” understanding versus that which is revealed to us by 
God (Matt.16:17, I Cor.15:50-51, Eph.6:12-13, Rom.8:16-17, Matt.11:25-30, I Cor.6:6-16, Ps.98:2)?   

2. Why did Jesus strictly charge His disciples to tell no one that He was the Christ?  (Matt.16:20, Matt.8:4, 
Matt.12:16) 
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3. How do we really “set our mind on the things of God”? (Matt.16:23, Col.3:1-3, I Peter 1:13-16) 

4. What is involved in taking up your cross daily (Luke 9:23-27, Luke 14:26-27)?  How about “following 
Christ”? (Matt.16:24-26, Matt.10:37-38, Mark 10:21, Luke 9:61-62) 

5. How do we “lose our life for Christ’s sake” today in Tulsa, Oklahoma?  (Matt.16:25) 

6. If upon His return “Christ will repay each person according to what he has done” (Matt.16:27), how 
important is what we do?  (I Cor.3:10-15, Eph.2:8-10, Titus 2:11-14, Titus 3:1, 4-8, 14)) 

7. How do we “listen” to Christ today? (Matt.17:5) 

 

Supporting Scripture References: 
 
Revealed by Flesh and Blood vs. God 
 
1 Cor. 15:50-51 I tell you this, brothers: flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor does the 
perishable inherit the imperishable.  51 Behold! I tell you a mystery. We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be 
changed,   
 
Eph 6:12-13   For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, 
against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places.  
13 Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having 
done all, to stand firm.  
 
Rom 8:16-17  The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God,  17 and if children, 
then heirs--heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with him in order that we may also be 
glorified with him.   
 
Matt. 11:25-30   At that time Jesus declared, "I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that you have 
hidden these things from the wise and understanding and revealed them to little children;  26 yes, Father, for 
such was your gracious will.  All things have been handed over to me by my Father, and no one knows the Son 
except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal 
him.  28 Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.  29 Take my yoke upon you, 
and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.  30 For my yoke is 
easy, and my burden is light."  Setting your mind on things above 
 
1 Cor. 2:6-16   Yet among the mature we do impart wisdom, although it is not a wisdom of this age or of the 
rulers of this age, who are doomed to pass away.  7 But we impart a secret and hidden wisdom of God, which 
God decreed before the ages for our glory.  8 None of the rulers of this age understood this, for if they had, they 
would not have crucified the Lord of glory.  9 But, as it is written, "What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the 
heart of man imagined, what God has prepared for those who love him"-- 10 these things God has revealed to 
us through the Spirit. For the Spirit searches everything, even the depths of God.  11 For who knows a person's 
thoughts except the spirit of that person, which is in him? So also no one comprehends the thoughts of God 
except the Spirit of God.  12 Now we have received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, 
that we might understand the things freely given us by God. 13 And we impart this in words not taught by human 
wisdom but taught by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual truths to those who are spiritual. 14 The natural person 
does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are folly to him, and he is not able to understand them 
because they are spiritually discerned.  15 The spiritual person judges all things, but is himself to be judged by 
no one.  16 "For who has understood the mind of the Lord so as to instruct him?" But we have the mind of 
Christ.    
 
Psalms  98:2 The LORD has made known his salvation; he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the 
nations.   
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Set Your Mind 
Col 3:1-3 If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the 
right hand of God.  2 Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth.  3 For you have 
died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God.   
 
1 Peter 1:13-16 Therefore, preparing your minds for action, and being sober-minded, set your hope fully on the 
grace that will be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 14 As obedient children, do not be conformed 
to the passions of your former ignorance,  15 but as he who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your 
conduct,  16 since it is written, "You shall be holy, for I am holy."   
 
 
Taking Up Your Cross 
Luke 9:23-27 And he said to all, "If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross 
daily and follow me.  24 For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will 
save it.  25 For what does it profit a man if he gains the whole world and loses or forfeits himself?  26 For 
whoever is ashamed of me and of my words, of him will the Son of Man be ashamed when he comes in his glory 
and the glory of the Father and of the holy angels.  27 But I tell you truly, there are some standing here who will 
not taste death until they see the kingdom of God."   
 
Luke 14:26-27 "If anyone comes to me and does not hate his own father and mother and wife and children and 
brothers and sisters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot be my disciple.  27 Whoever does not bear his own 
cross and come after me cannot be my disciple.   
 
 
Follow Me 
Matt 4:19 And he said to them, "Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men."  
 
Matt 8:22 And Jesus said to him, "Follow me, and leave the dead to bury their own dead."  
 
Matt 9:9 …he saw a man called Matthew sitting at the tax booth, and he said to him, "Follow me."  
 
Matt 10:38 And whoever does not take his cross and follow me is not worthy of me  
 
Mat 16:24 Then Jesus told his disciples, "If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his 
cross and follow me  
 
Mat 19:21 Jesus said to him, "If you would be perfect, go, sell what you possess and give to the poor, and you 
will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow me."  
 
Mark 8:34 And calling the crowd to him with his disciples, he said to them, "If anyone would come after me, let 
him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me  
 
Mark 10:21 And Jesus, looking at him, loved him, and said to him, "You lack one thing: go, sell all that you have 
and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow me."  
 
Luke 9:59 To another he said, "Follow me." But he said, "Lord, let me first go and bury my father."  
 
Luke 18:22 When Jesus heard this, he said to him, "One thing you still lack. Sell all that you have and distribute 
to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow me."  
 
John 1:43 The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, "Follow me."  
 
John 10:27 My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me  
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John 12:26 If anyone serves me, he must follow me; and where I am, there will my servant be also. If anyone 
serves me, the Father will honor him.  
 
John 21:19 (This he said to show by what kind of death he was to glorify God.) And after saying this he said to 
him, "Follow me." 
 
John 21:22 Jesus said to him, "If it is my will that he remain until I come, what is that to you? You follow me!"  
 
Luk 9:61 Yet another said, "I will follow you, Lord, but let me first say farewell to those at my home." Luk 9:62 
Jesus said to him, "No one who puts his hand to the plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God."   
 
2Ti 1:13 Follow the pattern of the sound words that you have heard from me, in the faith and love that are in 
Christ Jesus. 
 
 
Doing Deeds / Good Works 
1 Corinthians 3:10-15 According to the grace of God given to me, like a skilled master builder I laid a foundation, 
and someone else is building upon it. Let each one take care how he builds upon it.  11 For no one can lay a 
foundation other than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ.  12 Now if anyone builds on the foundation with 
gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw--  13 each one's work will become manifest, for the Day will 
disclose it, because it will be revealed by fire, and the fire will test what sort of work each one has done. 14 If the 
work that anyone has built on the foundation survives, he will receive a reward.  15 If anyone's work is burned 
up, he will suffer loss, though he himself will be saved, but only as through fire.   
 
Eph 2:8-10   For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of 
God,  9 not a result of works, so that no one may boast. 10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus 
for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.   
 
Titus 2:11-15   For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, 12 training us to renounce 
ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in the present age, 13 
waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ,  14 who gave 
himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify for himself a people for his own possession who 
are zealous for good works.  15 Declare these things; exhort and rebuke with all authority. Let no one disregard 
you.   
 
Titus 3:1 Remind them to be submissive to rulers and authorities, to be obedient, to be ready for every good 
work,   
 
Titus 3:4 But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared,  5 he saved us, not because 
of works done by us in righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and 
renewal of the Holy Spirit,  6 whom he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior,  7 so that being 
justified by his grace we might become heirs according to the hope of eternal life.  8 The saying is trustworthy, 
and I want you to insist on these things, so that those who have believed in God may be careful to devote 
themselves to good works. These things are excellent and profitable for people.   
 
Titus 3:14 And let our people learn to devote themselves to good works, so as to help cases of urgent need, and 
not be unfruitful.   
 
Full notes from our Pastors’ sermon transcripts are available in the foyer in printed from or from the TBC website 
in downloadable PDF format (bottom of Home Page, select Sunday Sermons, then by date to download in PDF) 
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