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CONNECTION Leader Notes 
Matthew 10:5-42 

May 1, 2011 
 
Key Verses 
 
Instructions as the Disciples are Sent Out – Matthew 10:5-23 
5 These twelve Jesus sent out, instructing them, "Go nowhere among the Gentiles and enter no town of the 
Samaritans, 6 but go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.  7 And proclaim as you go, saying, 'The 
kingdom of heaven is at hand.'  8 Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse lepers, cast out demons. You received 
without paying; give without pay.  9 Acquire no gold nor silver nor copper for your belts, 10 no bag for your 
journey, nor two tunics nor sandals nor a staff, for the laborer deserves his food.  11 And whatever town or 
village you enter, find out who is worthy in it and stay there until you depart.  12 As you enter the house, greet it.   
13 And if the house is worthy, let your peace come upon it, but if it is not worthy, let your peace return to you.  
14 And if anyone will not receive you or listen to your words, shake off the dust from your feet when you leave 
that house or town. 15 Truly, I say to you, it will be more bearable on the day of judgment for the land of Sodom 
and Gomorrah than for that town. 16 "Behold, I am sending you out as sheep in the midst of wolves, so be wise 
as serpents and innocent as doves.  17 Beware of men, for they will deliver you over to courts and flog you in 
their synagogues, 18 and you will be dragged before governors and kings for my sake, to bear witness before 
them and the Gentiles.  19 When they deliver you over, do not be anxious how you are to speak or what you are 
to say, for what you are to say will be given to you in that hour.  20 For it is not you who speak, but the Spirit of 
your Father speaking through you.  21 Brother will deliver brother over to death, and the father his child, and 
children will rise against parents and have them put to death, 22 and you will be hated by all for my name's 
sake. But the one who endures to the end will be saved.  23 When they persecute you in one town, flee to the 
next, for truly, I say to you, you will not have gone through all the towns of Israel before the Son of Man comes. 
 
Marks of a Disciple – Matthew 10:24-33 
24 "A disciple is not above his teacher, nor a servant above his master.  25 It is enough for the disciple to be like 
his teacher, and the servant like his master. If they have called the master of the house Beelzebul, how much 
more will they malign those of his household. 26 "So have no fear of them, for nothing is covered that will not be 
revealed, or hidden that will not be known.  27 What I tell you in the dark, say in the light, and what you hear 
whispered, proclaim on the housetops.  28 And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. 
Rather fear him who can destroy both soul and body in hell. 29 Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? And not 
one of them will fall to the ground apart from your Father.  30 But even the hairs of your head are all numbered.   
31 Fear not, therefore; you are of more value than many sparrows.  32 So everyone who acknowledges me 
before men, I also will acknowledge before my Father who is in heaven, 33 but whoever denies me before men, 
I also will deny before my Father who is in heaven.   
 
Jesus Divides People – Matthew 10:34-42 
34 "Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth. I have not come to bring peace, but a sword. 35 
For I have come to set a man against his father, and a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law 
against her mother-in-law. 36 And a person's enemies will be those of his own household.  37 Whoever loves 
father or mother more than me is not worthy of me, and whoever loves son or daughter more than me is not 
worthy of me. 38 And whoever does not take his cross and follow me is not worthy of me.  39 Whoever finds his 
life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will find it.  40 "Whoever receives you receives me, and 
whoever receives me receives him who sent me.  41 The one who receives a prophet because he is a prophet 
will receive a prophet's reward, and the one who receives a righteous person because he is a righteous person 
will receive a righteous person's reward.  42 And whoever gives one of these little ones even a cup of cold water 
because he is a disciple, truly, I say to you, he will by no means lose his reward."   
  
Additional reference verses shown below 
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Discussion Questions 

1. What is the underlying focus or theme of the instructions, given by Jesus, for the disciples as they 
are sent out in Matt.10:5-23?  How do they apply to us today?   

2. Should we be surprised with or by opposition/persecution as a disciple of Jesus? (Matt.10:19-23)  
How are we to deal with it?  (Romans 5:3-5  , 2 Corinthians 1:5-7, James 1:2-6, James 5:10-11)   

3. Discuss what Jesus means when He states that the one who endures to the end will be saved in 
Matt.10:22.  (Matt. 13:8-13, Matt.24:13,7-14 for context, II Tim.3:10-12, II Thes.1:3-5, Heb.10:36). 

4. According to Matt.10:26-31, who and what are we not to fear?  Who are we to fear and why? 
(Psalms 67:7, Psalms 96:9-13, I Peter 2:17, Rev.14:7) 

5. How do we “deny” Christ before men and what is the consequence?  (Matt.10:32-33) 

6. What does it mean to for us to “take our cross” and “follow” Christ?  (Matt.10:38, Matt.16:24, Luke 
9:23, I Peter 2:21-23). 

7. Explain the paradox found in Matt.10:39 – “whoever finds his life will lose it, and whoever loses his 
life for my sake will find it”. 

8. What is the motive or reason for giving a little one “even a cup of cold water” in Matt.10:42?  Why 
is this important? 

 

Supporting Scripture References: 
 
Outline of Instructions for Disciples (Matthew 10:5-23) 

1. Go (vs.5-6) 
 Not to Gentiles or Samaritans 
 To the “lost sheep” of Israel 

2. Proclaim as you go (vs.7) 
 The kingdom of heaven is at hand 

3. Ministry actions (vs.8) 
 Heal the sick 
 Raise the dead 
 Cleanse lepers  
 Cast out demons 

4. Give ministry freely (vs.9) – without pay 
5. Travel light (vs.10) 

 Do not acquire valuables/money 
 No bag for extra stuff (clothes, shoes) 
 Trust God for food provision 

6. Seek the “worthy” person or man of peace in a village (vs.11-15) 
 Stay in the worthy home 
 Give blessings of peace 
 If people will not listen to the message, leave 

7. Sheep in the midst of wolves and conflict - beware (vs. 16-18) 
 Wise as serpents innocent as doves 
 Bearing witness is the goal 

8. Allow the Spirit to speak through you (vs.19-20) 
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 “When” they deliver you – not “if” 
 Do not be anxious how to speak or what to say 

9. You will be hated for Christ’s name sake (vs.22) 
10. The one who endures to the end will be saved (vs.22) 
11. Flee when persecuted (vs.23) 

 
 
Endurance / Perseverance 
 
Is perseverance a result of trials and suffering or a requirement when experiencing trials and suffering?  Why? 
 
Romans 5:3-5  And not only this, but we also exult in our tribulations, knowing that tribulation brings about perseverance;  4 
and perseverance, proven character; and proven character, hope;  5 and hope does not disappoint, because the love of 
God has been poured out within our hearts through the Holy Spirit who was given to us.   
 
2 Corinthians 1:5-7 For just as the sufferings of Christ are ours in abundance, so also our comfort is abundant through 
Christ. 6 But if we are afflicted, it is for your comfort and salvation; or if we are comforted, it is for your comfort, which is 
effective in the patient enduring of the same sufferings which we also suffer;  7 and our hope for you is firmly grounded, 
knowing that as you are sharers of our sufferings, so also you are sharers of our comfort.   
 
Hebrews 10:32-36  But remember the former days, when, after being enlightened, you endured a great conflict of 
sufferings,  33 partly by being made a public spectacle through reproaches and tribulations, and partly by becoming sharers 
with those who were so treated. 34 For you showed sympathy to the prisoners and accepted joyfully the seizure of your 
property, knowing that you have for yourselves a better possession and a lasting one.  35 Therefore, do not throw away 
your confidence, which has a great reward.  36 For you have need of endurance, so that when you have done the will of 
God, you may receive what was promised.  
 
James 1:2-6   Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials, 3 knowing that the testing of your faith 
produces endurance.  4 And let endurance have its perfect result, so that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in 
nothing.  5 But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all generously and without reproach, and it will 
be given to him.   
 
James 5:10-11  As an example, brethren, of suffering and patience, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord.  
11 We count those blessed who endured. You have heard of the endurance of Job and have seen the outcome of the 
Lord's dealings, that the Lord is full of compassion and is merciful.  
 
Rev 1:9 I, John, your brother and fellow partaker in the tribulation and kingdom and perseverance which are in Jesus, was 
on the island called Patmos because of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus. 
 
 
Describe what role perseverance and endurance should have in our dealing with persecution as a Christian. 
 
Luke 21:12-19  But before all these things, they will lay their hands on you and will persecute you, delivering you to the 
synagogues and prisons, bringing you before kings and governors for My name's sake. 13 It will lead to an opportunity for 
your testimony. 14 So make up your minds not to prepare beforehand to defend yourselves; 15 for I will give you utterance 
and wisdom which none of your opponents will be able to resist or refute. 16 But you will be betrayed even by parents and 
brothers and relatives and friends, and they will put some of you to death, 17 and you will be hated by all because of My 
name. 18 Yet not a hair of your head will perish.  19 By your endurance you will gain your lives.  
 
2 Corinthians 6:4 but in everything commending ourselves as servants of God, in much endurance, in afflictions, in 
hardships, in distresses,  (see 5-12) 
 
2 Thes. 1:3-5   We ought always to give thanks to God for you, brethren, as is only fitting, because your faith is greatly 
enlarged, and the love of each one of you toward one another grows ever greater; 4 therefore, we ourselves speak proudly 
of you among the churches of God for your perseverance and faith in the midst of all your persecutions and afflictions which 
you endure. 5 This is a plain indication of God's righteous judgment so that you will be considered worthy of the kingdom of 
God, for which indeed you are suffering. 
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2Ti 3:10-12  Now you followed my teaching, conduct, purpose, faith, patience, love, perseverance 11 persecutions, and 
sufferings, such as happened to me at Antioch, at Iconium and at Lystra; what persecutions I endured, and out of them all 
the Lord rescued me!  12 Indeed, all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will be persecuted.   
 
Why is endurance / perseverance not an end in itself? 
 
Rev. 2:1-5  "To the angel of the church in Ephesus write: The One who holds the seven stars in His right hand, the One 
who walks among the seven golden lampstands, says this:  2 'I know your deeds and your toil and perseverance, and that 
you cannot tolerate evil men, and you put to the test those who call themselves apostles, and they are not, and you found 
them to be false;  3 and you have perseverance and have endured for My name's sake, and have not grown weary.   4 'But 
I have this against you, that you have left your first love.  5 'Therefore remember from where you have fallen, and 
repent and do the deeds you did at first; or else I am coming to you and will remove your lampstand out of its 
place—unless you repent.  
  
Rev. 2:18-21  And to the angel of the church in Thyatira write: The Son of God, who has eyes like a flame of fire, and His 
feet are like burnished bronze, says this:  19 'I know your deeds, and your love and faith and service and perseverance, 
and that your deeds of late are greater than at first.  20 'But I have this against you, that you tolerate the woman Jezebel, 
who calls herself a prophetess, and she teaches and leads My bond-servants astray so that they commit acts of immorality 
and eat things sacrificed to idols. 21 'I gave her time to repent, and she does not want to repent of her immorality.   
 
Rev 3:7-12   "And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write: He who is holy, who is true, who has the key of David, 
who opens and no one will shut, and who shuts and no one opens, says this:  8 'I know your deeds. Behold, I have put 
before you an open door which no one can shut, because you have a little power, and have kept My word, and have not 
denied My name.  9 'Behold, I will cause those of the synagogue of Satan, who say that they are Jews and are not, but lie—
I will make them come and bow down at your feet, and make them know that I have loved you.  10 'Because you have kept 
the word of My perseverance, I also will keep you from the hour of testing, that hour which is about to come upon the whole 
world, to test those who dwell on the earth.  11 'I am coming quickly; hold fast what you have, so that no one will take your 
crown.  12 'He who overcomes, I will make him a pillar in the temple of My God, and he will not go out from it anymore; and 
I will write on him the name of My God, and the name of the city of My God, the new Jerusalem, which comes down out of 
heaven from My God, and My new name.   
 
Rev 13:10 If anyone is destined for captivity, to captivity he goes; if anyone kills with the sword, with the sword he must be 
killed. Here is the perseverance and the faith of the saints.  
 
Rev 14:12 Here is the perseverance of the saints who keep the commandments of God and their faith in Jesus. 
 
Full notes from our Pastors’ sermon transcripts are available in the foyer in printed from or 
from the TBC website in downloadable PDF format (bottom of Home Page, select Sunday 
Sermons, then by date to download in PDF) 
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