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CONNECTION Leader Notes 
Matthew 11 and 12:1-37 

June 5, 2011 
 
Key Verses 
Dealing with Expectations – Matthew 11
1 When Jesus had finished giving instructions to His twelve disciples, He departed from there to teach and 
preach in their cities.  2 Now when John, while imprisoned, heard of the works of Christ, he sent word by his 
disciples  3 and said to Him, "Are You the  Expected One, or shall we look for someone else?"  4 Jesus 
answered and said to them, "Go and report to John what you hear and see:  5 the BLIND RECEIVE SIGHT and 
the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, and the POOR HAVE THE  
GOSPEL PREACHED TO THEM.  6 "And blessed is he  who does not  take offense at Me."  7 As these men 
were going away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John, "What did you go out into the wilderness to 
see? A reed shaken by the wind?  8 "  But what did you go out to see? A man dressed in soft clothing? Those 
who wear soft clothing are in kings' palaces!  9 " But what did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and 
one who is more than a prophet.  10 "This is the one about whom it  is written, 'BEHOLD, I SEND MY 
MESSENGER  AHEAD OF YOU, WHO WILL PREPARE YOUR WAY BEFORE YOU.'  11 "Truly I say to you, 
among those born of women there has not arisen anyone greater than John the Baptist! Yet the one who is  
least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. 12 "From the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom 
of heaven suffers violence, and violent men take it by force.  13 "For all the prophets and the Law prophesied 
until John.  14 "And if you are willing to accept it, John himself is Elijah who  was to come.  15 "He who has ears 
to hear,  let him hear.  16 "But to what shall I compare this generation? It is like children sitting in the market 
places, who call out to the other children,  17 and say, 'We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; we 
sang a dirge, and you did not  mourn.'  18 "For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, 'He has a 
demon!'  19 "The Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, 'Behold, a gluttonous man and a  
drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and  sinners!' Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds."  20 Then He began to 
denounce the cities in which most of His  miracles were done, because they did not repent.  21 "Woe to you, 
Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the  miracles had occurred in Tyre and Sidon which occurred in you, 
they would have repented long ago in  sackcloth and ashes.  22 "Nevertheless I say to you, it will be more 
tolerable for Tyre and Sidon in the day of judgment than for you.  23 "And you, Capernaum, will not be exalted to 
heaven, will you? You will descend to Hades; for if the  miracles had occurred in Sodom which occurred in you, 
it would have remained to this day.  24 "Nevertheless I say to you that it will be more tolerable for the land of 
Sodom in the day of judgment, than for you."   
 
25 At that  timeJesus said, "I praise You, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that You have hidden these things 
from the wise and intelligent and have revealed them to infants.   26 "Yes, Father, for this way was well-pleasing 
in Your sight.  27 "All things have been handed over to Me by My Father; and no one knows the Son except the 
Father; nor does anyone know the Father except the Son, and anyone to whom the Son wills to reveal Him.  28 
"Come to Me, all  who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest.  29 "Take My yoke upon you and 
learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and YOU WILL FIND REST FOR YOUR SOULS.  30 "For 
My yoke is  easy and My burden is light."   
 
Jesus is Lord of the Sabbath - Matthew 12:1-21 
At that  time Jesus went through the grainfields on the Sabbath, and His disciples became hungry and began to 
pick the heads of grain and eat.  2 But when the Pharisees saw this, they said to Him, "Look, Your disciples do 
what is not lawful to do on a Sabbath."  3 But He said to them, "Have you not read what David did when he 
became hungry, he and his companions, 4 how he entered the house of God, and they ate the  consecrated 
bread, which was not lawful for him to eat nor for those with him, but for the priests alone?  5 "Or have you not 
read in the Law, that on the Sabbath the priests in the temple  break the Sabbath and are innocent?  6 "But I say 
to you that something greater than the temple is here. 7 "But if you had known what this  means, 'I DESIRE  
COMPASSION, AND NOT A SACRIFICE,' you would not have condemned the innocent.   8 "For the Son of 
Man is Lord of the Sabbath."   
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9 Departing from there, He went into their synagogue. 10 And a man was there whose hand was withered. And 
they questioned  Jesus, asking, "Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath?"—so that they might accuse Him.  11 And 
He said to them, "What man is there among you who has a sheep, and if it falls into a pit on the Sabbath, will he 
not take hold of it and lift it out?  12 "How much more valuable then is a man than a sheep! So then, it is lawful 
to do good on the Sabbath."  13 Then He said to the man, "Stretch out your hand!" He stretched it out, and it 
was restored to normal, like the other.  14 But the Pharisees went out and conspired against Him, as to how 
they might destroy Him.  15 But Jesus, aware of this, withdrew from there. Many followed Him, and He healed 
them all, 16 and warned them not to  tell who He was.   17 This was to fulfill what was spoken through Isaiah the 
prophet:  18 "BEHOLD, MY  SERVANT WHOM I  HAVE CHOSEN; MY BELOVED IN WHOM MY SOUL  is 
WELL-PLEASED; I WILL PUT MY SPIRIT UPON HIM, AND HE SHALL PROCLAIM  JUSTICE TO THE  
GENTILES.  19 "HE WILL NOT QUARREL, NOR CRY OUT; NOR WILL ANYONE HEAR HIS VOICE IN THE 
STREETS.  20 "A BATTERED REED HE WILL NOT BREAK OFF, AND A SMOLDERING WICK HE WILL NOT 
PUT OUT, UNTIL HE  LEADS  JUSTICE TO VICTORY.  21 "AND IN HIS NAME THE GENTILES WILL HOPE."  
 
Dealing with Opposition – Matthew 12:22-37 
Then a demon-possessed man who was blind and mute was brought to  Jesus, and He healed him, so that the 
mute man spoke and saw.  23 All the crowds were amazed, and were saying, "This man cannot be the Son of 
David, can he?"  24 But when the Pharisees heard this, they said, "This man casts out demons only by  
Beelzebul the ruler of the demons."  25 And knowing their thoughts Jesus said to them, "  Any kingdom divided 
against itself is laid waste; and  any city or house divided against itself will not stand.  26 "If Satan casts out 
Satan, he  is divided against himself; how then will his kingdom stand?  27 "If I by  Beelzebul cast out demons, 
by whom do your sons cast them out? For this reason they will be your judges.  28 "But if I cast out demons by 
the Spirit of God, then the kingdom of God has come upon you.  29 "Or how can anyone enter the strong man's 
house and carry off his property, unless he first binds the strong man? And then he will plunder his house.  30 
"He who is not with Me is against Me; and he who does not gather with Me scatters.  31 "Therefore I say to you, 
any sin and blasphemy shall be forgiven people, but blasphemy against the Spirit shall not be forgiven.  32 
"Whoever  speaks a word against the Son of Man, it shall be forgiven him; but whoever  speaks against the Holy 
Spirit, it shall not be forgiven him, either in this age or in the age to come.  33 "Either make the tree good and its 
fruit good, or make the tree bad and its fruit bad; for the tree is known by its fruit.  34 "You brood of vipers, how 
can you, being evil, speak  what is good? For the mouth speaks out of that which fills the heart.  35 "The good 
man brings out of his good treasure  what is good; and the evil man brings out of his evil treasure  what is evil.  
36 "But I tell you that every  careless word that people  speak, they shall give an accounting for it in the day of 
judgment.  37 "For  by your words you will be justified, and  by your words you will be condemned."  
 
Additional reference verses shown below 
 
Discussion Questions 

1. How did John the Baptist’s expectations concerning the Messiah impact his view of Jesus? 
(Matthew 11:1-23)  How do our own preconceived ideas or expectations influence our walk with 
Christ and our ministry to others?  Is this good or bad?  

2. Why was it so shocking to the people for Jesus to eat and drink with sinners?  (Matthew 11:19) 
3. Why was it “well-pleasing” in God’s sight to reveal the Gospel to “infants” and not to the “wise and 

intelligent” in Matthew 11:25-27?  (Luke 10:21-24,Rom.1:21-25, I Cor.2:1-5,14-16, I Cor.3:18-23) 
4. How is Christ’s yoke easy and burden light as described in Matthew 11:28-30?  How do we find 

rest in Christ? (Hebrews 4:1-3, 6, 9-11) 
5. What might we learn from Christ’s example in dealing with opposition according to Matt. 12:9-15? 
6. What words in Isaiah’s prophesy in Matthew 12:15-21 describe the character or nature Jesus? 
7. What are some good ways for us to be more “careful” with our words, since we are accountable for 

everything that comes out of our mouth according to Matthew 12:32-37? (Matt.15:16-18, Eph.4:29-
32, James 3:2-12, Proverbs 10:19, 17:27) 
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Supporting Scripture References: 
 
Revealing the Gospel to Infants  
 
Luke 10:21 At that very time He rejoiced greatly in the Holy Spirit, and said, "I praise You, O Father, Lord of 
heaven and earth, that You have hidden these things from the wise and intelligent and have revealed them to 
infants. Yes, Father, for this way was well-pleasing in Your sight.  22 "All things have been handed over to Me 
by My Father, and no one knows who the Son is except the Father, and who the Father is except the Son, and 
anyone to whom the Son wills to reveal Him."  23 Turning to the disciples, He said privately, "Blessed are the 
eyes which see the things you see,  24 for I say to you, that many prophets and kings wished to see the things 
which you see, and did not see them, and to hear the things which you hear, and did not hear them."   
 
Romans 1:21-25  For even though they knew God, they did not honor Him as God or give thanks, but they 
became futile in their speculations, and their foolish heart was darkened.  22 Professing to be wise, they 
became fools, 23 and exchanged the glory of the incorruptible God for an image in the form of corruptible man 
and of birds and four-footed animals and crawling creatures. 24 Therefore God gave them over in the lusts of 
their hearts to impurity, so that their bodies would be dishonored among them.  25 For they exchanged the truth 
of God for [fn]a lie, and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed [fn]forever. 
Amen.  Rest in Christ verses, be still quiet 
 
1 Cor 2:1-5  And when I came to you, brethren, I did not come with superiority of speech or of wisdom, 
proclaiming to you the testimony of God.  2 For I determined to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ, 
and Him crucified.  3 I was with you in weakness and in fear and in much trembling,  4 and my message and my 
preaching were not in persuasive words of wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, 5 so that 
your faith would not rest on the wisdom of men, but on the power of God.   
 
1 Cor 2:14-16  But a natural man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; 
and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually appraised.  15 But he who is spiritual appraises all 
things, yet he himself is appraised by no one.  16 For WHO HAS KNOWN THE MIND OF THE LORD, THAT HE 
WILL INSTRUCT HIM? But we have the mind of Christ. 
   
1 Cor 3:18-23   Let no man deceive himself. If any man among you thinks that he is wise in this age, he must 
become foolish, so that he may become wise.  19 For the wisdom of this world is foolishness before God. For it 
is written, "He is THE ONE WHO CATCHES THE WISE IN THEIR CRAFTINESS";  20 and again, "THE LORD 
KNOWS THE REASONINGS of the wise, THAT THEY ARE USELESS."  21 So then let no one boast in men. 
For all things belong to you,  22 whether Paul or Apollos or Cephas or the world or life or death or things present 
or things to come; all things belong to you, 23 and you belong to Christ; and Christ belongs to God.   
 
God’s Rest - From the endless, fruitless effort to save oneself by the works of the law 
 
Hebrews 4:1-3  Therefore, let us fear if, while a promise remains of entering His rest, any one of you may seem 
to have come short of it.  2 For indeed we have had good news preached to us, just as they also; but the word 
they heard did not profit them, because it was not united by faith in those who heard. 3 For we who have 
believed enter that rest, just as He has said, "AS I SWORE IN MY WRATH, THEY SHALL NOT ENTER MY 
REST," although His works were finished from the foundation of the world.   
 
Hebrews 4:6 Therefore, since it remains for some to enter it, and those who formerly had good news preached 
to them failed to enter because of disobedience,   
 
Hebrews 4:9-11 So there remains a Sabbath rest for the people of God. 10 For the one who has entered His 
rest has himself also rested from his works, as God did from His.  11 Therefore let us be diligent to enter that 
rest, so that no one will fall, through following the same example of disobedience.   
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Careful with Our Words 
 
Matthew 15:16-18 Jesus said, "Are you still lacking in understanding also? 17 "Do you not understand that 
everything that goes into the mouth passes into the stomach, and is eliminated?  18 "But the things that proceed 
out of the mouth come from the heart, and those defile the man.   
 
Ephesians 4:29-32  Let no unwholesome word proceed from your mouth, but only such a word as is good for 
edification according to the need of the moment, so that it will give grace to those who hear.  30 Do not grieve 
the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption.  31 Let all bitterness and wrath and 
anger and clamor and slander be put away from you, along with all malice.  32 Be kind to one another, tender-
hearted, forgiving each other, just as God in Christ also has forgiven you.  
 
Proverbs 10:19 - but he who restrains his lips is wise. 
 
Proverbs 17:27 - He who restrains his words has knowledge 
 
James 3:2-12   For we all stumble in many ways. If anyone does not stumble in what he says, he is a perfect 
man, able to bridle the whole body as well.  3 Now if we put the bits into the horses' mouths so that they will 
obey us, we direct their entire body as well.  4 Look at the ships also, though they are so great and are driven by 
strong winds, are still directed by a very small rudder wherever the inclination of the pilot desires. 5 So also the 
tongue is a small part of the body, and yet it boasts of great things. See how great a forest is set aflame by such 
a small fire!   6 And the tongue is a fire, the very world of iniquity; the tongue is set among our members as that 
which defiles the entire body, and sets on fire the course of our life, and is set on fire by hell.  7 For every 
species of beasts and birds, of reptiles and creatures of the sea, is tamed and has been tamed by the human 
race.  8 But no one can tame the tongue; it is a restless evil and full of deadly poison.  9 With it we bless our 
Lord and Father, and with it we curse men, who have been made in the likeness of God; 10 from the same 
mouth come both blessing and cursing. My brethren, these things ought not to be this way.  11 Does a fountain 
send out from the same opening both fresh and bitter water?  12 Can a fig tree, my brethren, produce olives, or 
a vine produce figs? Nor can salt water produce fresh.   
 
Full notes from our Pastors’ sermon transcripts are available in the foyer in printed from or 
from the TBC website in downloadable PDF format (bottom of Home Page, select Sunday 
Sermons, then by date to download in PDF) 
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