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CONNECTION Leader Notes 
Matthew 9:18-10:4, Psalms 32, Psalms 91 

April 3, 2011 
 

Key Verses 
 
Healing Ministry of Jesus – Matthew 9:18-34  
18 While he was saying these things to them, behold, a ruler came in and knelt before him, saying, "My 
daughter has just died, but come and lay your hand on her, and she will live."  19 And Jesus rose and followed 
him, with his disciples.  20 And behold, a woman who had suffered from a discharge of blood for twelve years 
came up behind him and touched the fringe of his garment, 21 for she said to herself, "If I only touch his 
garment, I will be made well."  22 Jesus turned, and seeing her he said, "Take heart, daughter; your faith has 
made you well." And instantly the woman was made well.  23 And when Jesus came to the ruler's house and 
saw the flute players and the crowd making a commotion, 24 he said, "Go away, for the girl is not dead but 
sleeping." And they laughed at him.  25 But when the crowd had been put outside, he went in and took her by 
the hand, and the girl arose. 26 And the report of this went through all that district.  27 And as Jesus passed on 
from there, two blind men followed him, crying aloud, "Have mercy on us, Son of David."  28 When he entered 
the house, the blind men came to him, and Jesus said to them, "Do you believe that I am able to do this?" They 
said to him, "Yes, Lord."  29 Then he touched their eyes, saying, "According to your faith be it done to you." 30 
And their eyes were opened. And Jesus sternly warned them, "See that no one knows about it."  31 But they 
went away and spread his fame through all that district.  32 As they were going away, behold, a demon-
oppressed man who was mute was brought to him.  33 And when the demon had been cast out, the mute man 
spoke. And the crowds marveled, saying, "Never was anything like this seen in Israel."  34 But the Pharisees 
said, "He casts out demons by the prince of demons."   
 
Forgiveness - Psalms 32  (Kent Hughes) 
Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered.  2 Blessed is the man against whom 
the LORD counts no iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no deceit.  3 For when I kept silent, my bones wasted 
away through my groaning all day long.  4 For day and night your hand was heavy upon me; my strength was 
dried up as by the heat of summer. Selah  5 I acknowledged my sin to you, and I did not cover my iniquity; I 
said, "I will confess my transgressions to the LORD," and you forgave the iniquity of my sin. Selah  6 Therefore 
let everyone who is godly offer prayer to you at a time when you may be found; surely in the rush of great 
waters, they shall not reach him.  7 You are a hiding place for me; you preserve me from trouble; you surround 
me with shouts of deliverance. Selah  8 I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; I will counsel 
you with my eye upon you.  9 Be not like a horse or a mule, without understanding, which must be curbed with 
bit and bridle, or it will not stay near you.  10 Many are the sorrows of the wicked, but steadfast love surrounds 
the one who trusts in the LORD.  11 Be glad in the LORD, and rejoice, O righteous, and shout for joy, all you 
upright in heart!   
 
God’s Protection - Psalms 91  
He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High will abide in the shadow of the Almighty.  2 I will say to the LORD, 
"My refuge and my fortress, my God, in whom I trust."  3 For he will deliver you from the snare of the fowler and 
from the deadly pestilence.  4 He will cover you with his pinions, and under his wings you will find refuge; his 
faithfulness is a shield and buckler.  5 You will not fear the terror of the night, nor the arrow that flies by day,  6 
nor the pestilence that stalks in darkness, nor the destruction that wastes at noonday.  7 A thousand may fall at 
your side, ten thousand at your right hand, but it will not come near you.  8 You will only look with your eyes and 
see the recompense of the wicked.  9 Because you have made the LORD your dwelling place-- the Most High, 
who is my refuge -- 10 no evil shall be allowed to befall you, no plague come near your tent.  11 For he will 
command his angels concerning you to guard you in all your ways.  12 On their hands they will bear you up, lest 
you strike your foot against a stone.  13 You will tread on the lion and the adder; the young lion and the serpent 
you will trample underfoot.  14 "Because he holds fast to me in love, I will deliver him; I will protect him, because 
he knows my name.  15 When he calls to me, I will answer him; I will be with him in trouble; I will rescue him and 
honor him.  16 With long life I will satisfy him and show him my salvation."   
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The Harvest – Matthew 9:35-10:4  
And Jesus went throughout all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the gospel 
of the kingdom and healing every disease and every affliction.  36 When he saw the crowds, he had compassion 
for them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.  37 Then he said to his 
disciples, "The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few;  38 therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the 
harvest to send out laborers into his harvest."    Mat 10:1 And he called to him his twelve disciples and gave 
them authority over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal every disease and every affliction.  2 The 
names of the twelve apostles are these: first, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother; James the 
son of Zebedee, and John his brother;  3 Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; 
James the son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; 4 Simon the Cananaean, and Judas Iscariot, who betrayed him.   
 
Additional reference verses shown below 
 
Discussion Questions 

1. From Matthew 9:18-34, describe what Jesus focused on in each interaction and resulting miracle?   

2. What response did Jesus receive in each incident? (Matt.9:24,31,34)  Why do you think the crowd 
laughed at Jesus in Matthew 9:24?  (Mark 5:40, Luke 8:52-56)  

3. What is the result of unconfessed sin in the believer’s life?  (Ps.32:3-11, Is.29:15, Prov.28:13-14) 

4. What is God’s response to the believer when sin is confessed, for real?  (Ps.32, I John 1:9, 
Col.2:13-14, Is.59:1-2, Jer.31:34, Ps. 103:10-13, Ps.51) 

5. What are the results of putting our trust in God according to Psalms 91?  (list the action words that 
describe these results) 

6. Why does God promise such things to those that are willing to fully trust Him?  (Psalms 91) 

7. Why are there few “laborers” for the “harvest” that Jesus refers to in Matthew 9:37?  What should 
our response be to this shortage?  

 

Supporting Scripture References: 
Question 2  
 
Mark 5:39-42   And when he had entered, he said to them, "Why are you making a commotion and weeping? The child is 
not dead but sleeping."  40 And they laughed at him. But he put them all outside and took the child's father and mother and 
those who were with him and went in where the child was.  41 Taking her by the hand he said to her, "Talitha cumi," which 
means, "Little girl, I say to you, arise."  42 And immediately the girl got up and began walking (for she was twelve years of 
age), and they were immediately overcome with amazement.   
 
Luke 8:52-56 And all were weeping and mourning for her, but he said, "Do not weep, for she is not dead but sleeping." 53 
And they laughed at him, knowing that she was dead.  54 But taking her by the hand he called, saying, "Child, arise."  55 
And her spirit returned, and she got up at once. And he directed that something should be given her to eat.  56 And her 
parents were amazed, but he charged them to tell no one what had happened.   
 
Question 3  
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Isaiah 29:15-16  Ah, you who hide deep from the LORD your counsel, whose deeds are in the dark, and who say, "Who 
sees us? Who knows us?" 16 You turn things upside down! Shall the potter be regarded as the clay, that the thing made 
should say of its maker, "He did not make me"; or the thing formed say of him who formed it, "He has no understanding"?   
 
Proverbs 28:13-14  Whoever conceals his transgressions will not prosper, but he who confesses and forsakes them will 
obtain mercy.  14 Blessed is the one who fears the LORD always, but whoever hardens his heart will fall into calamity.   
 
Question 4  
 
1 John 1:8-9    If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  9 If we confess our sins, he is 
faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.   
 
Colossians 2:13-14   And you, who were dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made alive 
together with him, having forgiven us all our trespasses,  14 by canceling the record of debt that stood against us with its 
legal demands. This he set aside, nailing it to the cross.   
 
Isaiah 59:1-2   Behold, the LORD's hand is not shortened, that it cannot save, or his ear dull, that it cannot hear;2 but your 
iniquities have made a separation between you and your God, and your sins have hidden his face from you so that he does 
not hear.   
 
Jeremiah 31:34 And no longer shall each one teach his neighbor and each his brother, saying, 'Know the LORD,' for they 
shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, declares the LORD. For I will forgive their iniquity, and I will 
remember their sin no more."   
 
Psalms 103:10-13   He does not deal with us according to our sins, nor repay us according to our iniquities.  11 For as high 
as the heavens are above the earth, so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him;  12 as far as the east is from 
the west, so far does he remove our transgressions from us.  13 As a father shows compassion to his children, so the 
LORD shows compassion to those who fear him.   
 
Psa 51:1-18   To the choirmaster. A Psalm of David, when Nathan the prophet went to him, after he had gone in to 
Bathsheba. Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; according to your abundant mercy blot out my 
transgressions.  2 Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin!  3 For I know my transgressions, and 
my sin is ever before me.  4 Against you, you only, have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight, so that you may be 
justified in your words and blameless in your judgment.  5 Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, and in sin did my mother 
conceive me.  6 Behold, you delight in truth in the inward being, and you teach me wisdom in the secret heart. 7 Purge me 
with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow.  8 Let me hear joy and gladness; let the bones 
that you have broken rejoice.  9 Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my iniquities. 10 Create in me a clean heart, O 
God, and renew a right spirit within me.  11 Cast me not away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from me.  
12 Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and uphold me with a willing spirit.  13 Then I will teach transgressors your 
ways, and sinners will return to you.  14 Deliver me from bloodguiltiness, O God, O God of my salvation, and my tongue will 
sing aloud of your righteousness.  15 O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth will declare your praise.  16 For you will not 
delight in sacrifice, or I would give it; you will not be pleased with a burnt offering.  17 The sacrifices of God are a broken 
spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise.  18 Do good to Zion in your good pleasure; build up the 
walls of Jerusalem;  19 then will you delight in right sacrifices, in burnt offerings and whole burnt offerings; then bulls will be 
offered on your altar. 
 
Full notes from our Pastors’ sermon transcripts are  available in the foyer in printed from or 
from the TBC website in downloadable PDF format (bottom of Home Page, select Sunday 
Sermons, then by date to download in PDF) 


